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Dear supporter,  
  
Thank you for helping raise funds and awareness for Anthony Nolan by fundraising for us. With your support we can work towards a future where every patient who needs us can survive and thrive.   
  
To amplify your story, and hopefully secure some media coverage, please edit the text in yellow.   
  
Once complete, copy the press release into the body of an email and send it to local press contacts alongside photos (ideally including your Anthony Nolan merchandise) Press contact details can be found here: Mediauk  
  
If you have any questions or need further support, please email: press@anthonynolan.org.  
  
Many thanks,   
  
The Anthony Nolan press team.   
  

MEDIA RELEASE
DATE

{Insert town} {insert job} holds {insert event} for stem cell transplant charity Anthony Nolan

A {insert job title – e.g. teacher, student, nurse} from {insert town} is raising vital funds for Anthony Nolan, the stem cell transplant charity which matches patients with donors for lifesaving stem cell transplants. 
 
{Insert full name} is organising a {insert event i.e. bake sale} on {insert date and time} at {insert location} to raise money for Anthony Nolan. Through its donor register, transplant support services and world-leading research, the charity reduces the time to transplant for people with blood cancer and blood disorders, so more people have better chances of a longer, healthier life. 
 
{Insert name, age} decided to hold the event and raise money for Anthony Nolan because {insert details of what inspired you– for example, do you have any personal connection to Anthony Nolan?} 

{Insert first name} says, ‘{describe your feelings about fundraising for Anthony Nolan e.g. ‘I am excited to raise funds for Anthony Nolan because…’}.’  
  
{Insert any additional interesting/quirky details about your event, will you be doing any unusual challenges to raise money, who else is involved, how much are you aiming to raise?}  
  
Anthony Nolan has been saving lives through stem cells since 1974. The charity, which matches donors and patients for life-saving transplants, was set up by Shirley Nolan to find a match for her son Anthony who had a rare blood disorder. Sadly, a match was not found for Anthony, but over the last 51 years, Anthony Nolan has facilitated more than 26,500 transplants for people around the world.    

 Laura Kirkwood, Head of Supporter Led Fundraising at Anthony Nolan, said, ‘We’re delighted that {insert your name} is raising money for Anthony Nolan; events like these are crucial to funding our lifesaving work.  

‘Thanks to fundraisers like {name}, we can continue to advocate for those in need of a stem cell transplant, make lifesaving connections between patients and strangers, and developing new technologies so that more patients can survive and thrive. We can also continue cutting the time to transplant so more people have better chances of a longer, healthier life.’ 

To support {insert your name or team name’s} fundraising efforts, visit {insert fundraising link} to make a donation.  
 
Find out more about raising funds for Anthony Nolan by visiting  anthonynolan.org
   

ENDS

For more information, and to enquire about media interviews, please contact the Anthony Nolan press office using press@anthonynolan.org or 020 7424 1300. 

Out of hours, contact the duty press officer on 07881 265 285.

NOTES TO EDITORS 
Please note: Anthony Nolan changed its name in 2011 and is no longer known as Anthony Nolan Trust.

About Anthony Nolan
Anthony Nolan is a UK stem cell transplant charity with over 50 years of expertise in uniting science and people to push the boundaries of what can be achieved for blood cancer and blood disorder patients. 

Its world-leading stem cell register matches potential donors to patients in need of transplants. It carries out cell and gene therapy research to increase transplant success and supports patients through their transplant journeys. 

Anthony Nolan helps four people in need of a transplant a day, giving more people a second chance at life. But the charity won’t stop until all patients have access to the treatment they need, so many more survive. 

Stem cells hold enormous potential and have the power to help people with blood cancers and blood disorders. This potential inspires everything Anthony Nolan does. Driven by patients, backed by stem cell donors, and powered by science, the charity won’t stop until the lifesaving potential of the cells inside us all has been uncovered. 

Join Anthony Nolan’s register or support its research. Together, with your help, Anthony Nolan can unlock the answers inside us anthonynolan.org

What is a stem cell transplant?
If a patient has a condition that affects their bone marrow or blood, then a stem cell transplant may be their best chance of survival. Doctors will give new, healthy stem cells to the patient via their bloodstream, where they begin to grow and create healthy red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets.

Key statistics
· Since it was founded by Shirley Nolan in 1974, Anthony Nolan has facilitated over 26,500 transplants for people around the world.       
· The charity facilitates around 1,100 stem cell transplants from an unrelated donor every year for patients in the UK and more than 300 for patients abroad. For many, a transplant is their last chance of survival. 
· Around 90% of donors donate through PBSC (peripheral blood stem cell collection). This is a simple, outpatient procedure. Donors are supported throughout the process by the Anthony Nolan team.  
· Currently 14% of the UK Anthony Nolan stem cell register is made up of young men, but they account for more than half of people called upon to donate.
· There is a pressing need to recruit more people from diverse backgrounds to the Anthony Nolan register, to help more patients from minority ethnic backgrounds find the lifesaving matches they need. 
· Blood cancer is the fifth most common type of cancer in the UK and the third biggest cancer killer. It accounts for 9% of all new cases of cancer diagnosed in the UK. 
· Sickle cell disease (SCD) is a group of inherited blood disorders that affect the red blood cells in your body. 
· It mostly affects people from African and Caribbean backgrounds and can be diagnosed soon after birth.
· People with SCD produce red blood cells in the shape of a ‘sickle’. These unhealthy cells stick together and get stuck in blood vessels, blocking the flow of healthy blood cells, which can cause various health complications and acute pain episodes 
· To join the Anthony Nolan register, you must be 16-30 and healthy. Anthony Nolan’s world-leading Research Institute has shown younger donors offer better survival rates for patients.
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